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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to the RCE filed on 3/27/2007, 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-4, 6, 8-10, 12, 14, 15, 17, 18, and 20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Shimoda (US 638 1 202). 

Regarding claim 1, Shimoda discloses an information handling system comprising: 
information processing components operable to generate information for storage (30, fig. 3); an 
optical drive interfaced with the processing components and operable to accept the information 
for storage and to write the information to an optical medium according to a write strategy 
having a write speed (fig. 3 and col. 3 lines 37-60); a write strategy table associated with the 
optical drive and having plural optical medium identification codes, each optical medium 
identification code having an associated write strategy (fig. 7 and col. 8 lines 52-57); a general 
write strategy table associated with the optical drive and having plural preassigned optical 
medium identification codes, each preassigned optical medium identification code associated 
with one of plural general write strategies (fig. 1 and col, 8 lines 43-51); a write strategy module 
operable to read an optical medium identification code from an optical medium and to provide 
the optical drive with the associated write strategy (19, 30, fig. 3), the write strategy module 
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further operable to read a preassigned optical medium identification code and to provide the 
optical drive with the associated general write strategy (s9, fig. 9 and col. 8 lines 43-51). 

Regarding claim 2, Shimoda further discloses a generic write strategy associated with 
unknown optical medium identification codes, wherein the write strategy module is further 
operable to read an unknown optical medium identification code and to provide the optical 
drive with the generic write strategy associated with imknown identification codes (fig. 8 and 
col. 8 lines 58-65). 

. Regarding claim 3, Shimoda further discloses wherein each preassigned optical medium 
identification code is preassigned by optical media manufacturer and associated with a write 
strategy for writing information with the optical disc drive to an optical medium of the optical 
media manufacturer (s4, fig, 9 and col. 6 lines 1 1-22). 

Regarding claim 4, Shimoda further discloses wherein each preassigned optical 
medium identification code is associated with an optical medium identification code of the vmte 
strategy table (fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 6, Shimoda further discloses wherein the optical medium 
identification codes comprise ATIP start codes (fig. 5). 

Method claims 8, 9, and 14 are drawn to the method of using the corresponding apparatus 
claimed in claims 1,2 and 6 respectively. Therefore method claims 8, 9 and 14 correspond to 
apparatus claims 1,2 and 6, and are rejected for the same reasons of anticipation as applied 
above. 

Regarding claim 10, Shimoda further discloses reading an optical medium 
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identification code from an optical medium with the optical disc; determining that the optical 
medium identification code is a preassigned optical medium identification code; and writing 
information to the optical medium with the general write strategy associated with the 
preassigned optical medium identification code (fig. 9). 

Regarding claim 12, Shimoda further discloses preassigning identification codes by 
optical media manufacturer (s4-5, fig. 9, col. 5 lines 64-67 thru col 6 lines 1-10); and 
associating one or more write strategy parameters with a preassigned optical medium 
identification code according to a time stamp appended to the identification code (fig. 5). 

Regarding claim 15, Shimoda discloses a method for configuring an optical disc drive to 
write information to optical media, the method comprising: preassigning optical medium 
identification codes to optical media manufacturers (fig. 4); associating design parameters of a 
planned optical media with the preassigned optical medium identification codes (slO, fig. 9 and 
fig. 6); communicating the preassigned optical medium identification codes and associated 
design parameters to optical disc drive manufacturers (col. 1 lines 36-53 and col. 4 lines 66-67 
thru col. 5 lines 1-3); building optical disc drives to recognize the preassigned optical mediimi 
identification codes and write information with general write strategies according to the design 
parameters (fig. 3); releasing optical media having the preassigned optical medium 
identification codes (col. 10 lines 6-19); and writing information from an optical disc drive to 
the released optical media with the general write strategy associated with the preassigned 
optical medium identification code (slO, fig. 9 and col. 8 lines 43-51). 

Regarding claim 17, Shimoda discloses wherein the design parameters comprise 
similarities with one or more existing optical medium of the manufacturer (fig. 6 and fig. 7). 
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Regarding claim 18, Shimoda discloses everything regarding the optical disc apparatus 
(see claim 1). Shimoda further discloses wherein at least one optical medium identification 
code comprises a preassigned optical medium identification code associated with an optical 
medium planned for development at the time of manufacture of the optical disc drive, the 
planned optical medium having design parameters (col. 10 lines 6-20). Shimoda discloses that 
the preassianged information is used when the parameters have not been standardized at the 
time when the apparatus was manufactured, therefore they are for a planned optical disk. 

Regarding claim 20, Shimoda discloses wherein the preassigned optical medium 
identification code is preassigned by optical medium manufacturer and wherein the design 
parameters relate to an existing optical medium of the optical medium manufacturer (slO, fig. 9 
and col. 6 lines 46-67 thru col. 7 lines 1-14). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 5, 7, 1 1, 13, 16 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Shimoda (US 6381202) in view of Matsumoto (US 2002/0105874). 

Regarding claims 5, 1 1, 13, 16 and 19, Shimoda fails to disclose wherein each 
preassigned optical medium identification code general write strategy comprises a write speed 
and wherein the optical drive writes the information at the lesser of the write speed or the 
maximum speed of the optical drive. In the same field of endeavor, Matsumoto discloses a 
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method of recording data wherein the write strategy comprises a write speed (fig. 5 and fig. 7), 
and the drive writes the information at the lesser of the write speed or the maximum speed of 
the optical drive (fig. 8). Matsumoto discloses that a CAV recording method is used until the 
maximum recording velocity of the drive is exceeded, and the maximum velocity is used when 
it is exceeded by the CAV method. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the recording system disclosed by Shimoda 
to use a write speed parameter and to limit the write speed at the maximum allowable write 
speed as taught by Matsumoto. The rationale is as follows: One of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the applicant's invention would have been motivated to have a recording velocity 
parameter in order to optimize recording based on the type of recording medium. Furthermore, 
one of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to record at the lower of the max 
speed and the selected speed in order to not exceed the limitations of the drive. 

Regarding claim 7, Shimoda fails to disclose wherein the optical disc drive 
comprises a DVD disc drive. Shimoda discloses that DVD disc drives are common in the art 
(col. 1 lines 12-16). In the same field of endeavor, Matsumoto discloses a DVD disk drive (par. 
123). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the device 
disclosed by Shimoda by using a DVD disk. The rationale is as follows: One of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the applicant's invention would have been motivated to use a DVD disk 
drive as DVD disks were a common media type at the time. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed 2/26/2007 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain features 
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of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which appHcant reHes (i.e., that the 
preassigned codes are for planned optical media in development by a manufacturer) are not 
recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted ill light of the specification, 
limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van Gems, 988 
F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). Furthermore, Shimoda discloses providing 
preassigned optical medium identification codes (s9, fig. 9 and col. 8 lines 43-51) used for a 
general write strategy as claimed. Note that these arguments have already been responded to in 
an Advisory Action mailed on 3/13/2007, and applicant has not presented any new arguments or 
amendments to the claims. 

Conclusion 

This is a RCE of applicant's earlier Application No. 10/688237. All claims are drawn to 
the same invention claimed in the earlier application and could have been finally rejected on the 
grounds and art of record in the next Office action if they had been entered in the earlier 
application. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL even though it is a first action in 
this case. See MPEP § 706.07(b). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no, however, 
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event will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of 
this fmal action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tawfik Goma whose telephone number is (571) 272-4206. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Korzuch can be reached on (571) 272-7589. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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